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Former Art Dealer Pleads to Theft of Paintings 
 

A former art dealer pleaded no contest today to charges that he failed to pay more than $1 million to 
the owners of paintings sold through his gallery, the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office 
announced. 
 
Perry Rubenstein, 63, entered his plea to two counts of grand theft by embezzlement in case 
BA444929. He is scheduled to be sentenced on May 22.  
 
Deputy District Attorney Marisa Zarate of the White Collar Crime Division is prosecuting the case. 
 
In 2013, Rubenstein claimed he sold two paintings by artist Richard Prince for Michael Ovitz, totaling 
nearly $1 million. In both instances, Rubenstein allegedly never paid his client and kept the proceeds.  
 
In 2012, Rubenstein is accused of selling a painting by Takashi Murakami on behalf of Michael Salke 
but failed to turn over the full amount to him.  
 
The case was investigated by the Los Angeles Police Department’s Bunco-Forgery Division. 
 
 

About the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office 
 
Los Angeles County District Attorney Jackie Lacey leads the largest local prosecutorial office in the nation. Her 
staff of nearly 1,000 attorneys, 300 investigators and 800 support staff members is dedicated to protecting our 
community through the fair and ethical pursuit of justice and the safeguarding of crime victims' rights. 
 

 

N E W S  R E L E A S E  

mailto:GRisling@da.lacounty.gov
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001mX5G0Nim718ZLSifTivb0q91AJkYr7VJOPxUF-4TQVF1tG507ZyA_OS5YAY_69aL3YjcLipnNh1jHJ548SXns8B2_yA-6mOvKpiRCR2qCzBagnxlXSDnOMTpf6jvWBryItYJWDLT6hxIcIvautUGHxhjsolP1iKh7X2foJgtw_0=&c=lFehZuW3G4-H8Lj_FIXX8_PeA9xFa-arsJWJ5P9SK5CybSceBM8rBw==&ch=NwsvzUIMi7hZ2RSk1gs8_c6hDjCd55WUJQ2MFZR3nGFqmwqbBUIjRg==

